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Session 12: Faithfulness
Suggested Week of Use: August 23, 2026
Core Passage: Ruth 1:11-18; 2:5-12
_____________________________________________________________________________
News Story Summary
On July 5, the Thomas family was camping near Greycliff, Montana. First, they heard some shouting. Then, they saw the trouble. A raft and a paddleboard had struck a bridge pillar, and the occupants had fallen into the river. Three of the rafters made it safely to shore, but one man was being carried down the fast-moving Yellowstone River. 
Thankfully, 14-year-old Jory Thomas had his lariat on the camping trip. Normally, he used the rope for work around the ranch and in rodeo competitions. On this day, though, he used it to rescue a desperate stranger. Jory connected with the stranded man on his first throw and pulled him to safety. When medical help arrived, they discovered that the man had suffered no serious injuries. Later, Jory received a Certificate of Achievement from the local sheriff’s office and was named the Montanan of the Month by United States Senator Steve Daines.  
For more about this story, search “Montana teen lasso Yellowstone River”
Engage
To supplement the Engage activities, write “hero” on the board. Encourage adults to suggest words they associate with a hero. Record their responses on the board. Share information about Jory Thomas and his heroic actions from the News Story Summary. Ask: Would you consider Jory a hero? Why or why not? Point out that Jory might be considered a “surprise” hero. Say: He is young, and he wasn’t an accomplished rescuer. He hadn’t been roping very long and had never brought his lariat on a trip before. Still, he was ready to act like a hero when the time came. Explain that today’s session focuses on an unlikely hero in the Bible. Briefly introduce Ruth. Note that being a poor Gentile woman in a Jewish culture was a challenge. Say: But as we’ll see, she was available when God was ready to use her.
Challenge
To supplement the Challenge activities, remind adults about the story of Jory Thomas. Encourage them to put themselves into the shoes of the rafter. Point out that his desperate situation illustrates the spiritual desperation so many face today. Say: Sometimes, we’re Naomi and need encouragement from others. Other times, God calls us to be a hero like Ruth, offering support when others need it most. Challenge adults to look for ways they can be an encouragement hero for someone else this week—and, when they need a hero, to accept help from God and others with humility and gratitude. Close in prayer.
© 2026 Lifeway Christian Resources  goExploreTheBible.com
image1.jpeg
) 4

EXPLORE THE BIBLE.




