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Session 08: Consequences
Suggested Week of Use: July 26, 2026
Core Passage: Judges 2:11-23
_____________________________________________________________________________
News Story Summary
Apple®, one of the largest companies in America, recently announced that its CEO, Tim Cook, will be stepping down in September. Because of Apple’s prominence, its leadership transition makes headlines. Many remember the retirement of Apple icon Steve Jobs in 2011.
The new CEO, John Ternus, formerly served as Apple’s Vice President of Hardware Engineering. He was unanimously approved by the company’s board to replace Cook. Speaking of Ternus, Cook noted that he has “the mind of an engineer, the soul of an innovator, and the heart to lead with integrity and with honor.” While Ternus has been with Apple for more than twenty-five years, Cook has assured investors that he will be involved during the transition period.
For more about this story, search “Apple handoff CEO John Ternus.”
Engage
To supplement the Engage activities, encourage adults to share any Apple® products they may have with them. (Examples: phone, watch, iPad®, and so forth). Talk about other products they may use, such as AirPods®, computers, or streaming music services. Highlight that the company has an influential market share in our culture. Share the information from the News Story Summary about Apple’s leadership transition from Tim Cook to John Ternus. Invite volunteers to share about leadership changes they have experienced. Ask: How smoothly did it go? What made it work well—or not? Affirm that leadership transitions can be shaky, even in the best of circumstances. Explain that today’s session focuses on how the nation of Israel experienced a difficult transition after the death of Joshua. Encourage adults to examine their own lives as they dig into today’s passage and to determine if they have drifted from God’s leadership.   
Challenge
To supplement the Challenge activities, ask, What elements increase the chances of a smooth leadership handoff? What issues can make it harder? Remind the group of Apple’s leadership transition from Tim Cook to John Ternus. Suggest that Ternus’s experience with the company should reduce the chance of a leadership void. Ask: What caused the leadership void for Israel in today’s verses? What were the consequences? Encourage your group to consider how believers can avoid the kind of consequences that Israel experienced. Highlight the importance of following solid leaders and being a solid leader. Challenge them to seek God’s wisdom as they consider leadership issues in their lives. Close the session in prayer.
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