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Sermon Series // Romans
Supports Session 11: Represent
Sermon Title: “A Call to Be Different” (Luke 21:34-36)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection to Session 11
The inspiration of all New Testament authors comes from the Holy Spirit in conjunction with their direct relationship with Jesus, His teachings passed down from others, and divine revelation. Paul is no exception to the rule. He asserts that he received what he knew from a “revelation of Christ.” (Gal. 1:11-12). For example, his teaching in Romans 13:11-14 is similar to the words of Jesus found in Luke 21:34-36. Let’s take a closer look! 
Introduction/Opening
In his Gospel, Luke recorded a teaching of Jesus that instructs us how to live as we draw closer to the second coming of Christ. Christians live distinctly different than the culture. Jesus teaches that we must be on guard, so we shine brightly in contrast to the dark deeds of the flesh. Thus, while we wait for His return, Jesus lays out ways in which we are to be different than the world. 
Outline
Be different in our lifestyle (Luke 21:34a)
a. “Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled from carousing, drunkenness.”
b. Carousing and drunkenness are closely associated. Carousing refers to partying, dissipation, or excessive, wasteful living, including sexual immorality. Drunkenness refers to the condition of being drunk with alcohol or being intoxicated. 
c. When combining the two words, Jesus teaches us to be on guard against gatherings of people who lose moral control, abandoning good sense to satisfy their fleshly desires. 
d. This is not the lifestyle of a believer! We are different. Thus, Christians must choose close associations with people who are like-minded, so we don’t fall into this trap of sin. 
e. With so much carousing and drunkenness in our culture, it’s easy to become desensitized by the bombardment of wicked living. Our minds, however, must not be “dulled.” We are called to be different, and we must stay alert. Choose friendships that detest evil so that our friends build us up in the faith and not tear us down. 
Be different in the way we handle fear (Luke 21:34b)
f. “Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled from . . . worries of life.”
g. The “worries of life” pertain to all endeavors of earth that do not reflect the mission of heaven. Jesus warns against being consumed by concerns of this world, which causes believers to lose focus on the signs of His coming kingdom.
h. When we allow the fears of our daily life to consume our thoughts, our minds become “dulled” to important, eternal matters. We do not live primarily for this world; we live for God’s will. We are different! 
i. But how can we disallow the “worries of life” to dull our thoughts? 
j. Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:8-9: “Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable—if there is any moral excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy—dwell on these things. Do what you have learned and received and heard from me, and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.”
k. Our minds must think differently. Train your mind to dwell upon and do these things, and you will follow Jesus’s charge to “be alert at all time” (Luke 21:36). Remember, we 
are different. 
Be different in the way we handle the future (Luke 21:34-35)
l. “That day will come on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come on all who live on the face of the whole earth.”
m. Jesus often spoke of His Kingdom coming in fullness on a day that is unknown (Matt. 24:36-44; Mark 13:32, Luke 12:40; 22:16-18).
n. And since we do not know the day of Jesus’s promised return, we must keep our minds sharp, focusing on eternal matters because we know we all will “stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). This truth changes the way we view every day 
we live! 
o. We must not become spiritually lazy. Of all people, we know that Jesus will return, and we do not want to be found idle in His return. Thus, we must be praying for the strength to escape and withstand temptations of the flesh. It is a trap to think like the world! 
p. Thus, believers understand the future differently. We understand everyone will be judged based upon if they believe in Jesus (John 3:18-21). 
Conclusion
Christians are called to be different, representing the ways of heaven on earth. In Romans 13, Paul rightly echoes the teachings of Jesus. He calls us to a heavenly standard of thinking and living. May we all be unlike what we see in the world and represent God’s Kingdom well. 
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