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Sermon Series // Romans
Supports Session 8: Believe
Sermon Title: “The World’s Cure for Death and Shame” (Romans 10:11; Isaiah 28:16)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection to Session 8
Throughout Romans, Paul quotes several Old Testament passages. In Romans 10:11, he references for the second time Isaiah 28:16. In Isaiah, the prophet points to a "precious cornerstone” laid in Zion, and those who believe in Him will not be shaken. Paul connects Isaiah’s words to Jesus’s words, inspiring us not only to believe in Him but also to tell of His salvation to all! 
Introduction/Opening
Sharing the gospel to others is not meant to be complex. While some may feel inadequate to explain the gospel to unbelievers, simple training can make all the difference. If we memorize Romans 10:11 and retell the following three points inspired by Isaiah 28:16, the Holy Spirit can use all of us to be soul-winners! May we apply this outline the next time we find ourselves in a gospel conversation. 
Outline
The target of salvation (Rom. 10:11a)
a. “Everyone” can be saved. 
b. Paul’s mission was never in doubt once he converted to following Jesus. While he loved his own Jewish people and had great sorrow over their rejection of Jesus 
(Rom. 9:1-5), He knew God’s plan of salvation was not only for the Jews but also for all people (Rom. 1:16; 1 Tim. 2:4).
c. God’s plan for redeeming mankind has always been for all nations. Even as Israel was leaving Egypt, “a mixed crowd also went up with them.” (Ex. 12:38). They were welcomed into the family of God by faith, regardless of their gender, ethnicity, economic status, or upbringing. All are welcomed into God’s family by faith. 
d. Thus, as Paul confirms in Romans 9:8, “It is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but the children of the promise are considered to be the offspring” (emphasis added). 
e. As we journey through life, God has providentially aligned each of us with relationships to share Jesus’s message of salvation. May we never let our differences keep us from gospel conversations. Everyone needs redemption, and it’s available 
for all! 
The term of salvation (Rom. 10:11b)
f. The requirement is to believe “on him.”
g. Since flesh does not determine who receives eternal life, what does? The children of the promise are those who by faith believe on him. 
h. When a crowd questioned Jesus about the works of God, Jesus said, “This is the work of God—that you believe in the one he has sent” (John 6:29).
i. The term for salvation is clear: “Believe in the one [the Father] has sent.” Sin generated a debt mankind could not afford. Any work in the flesh that we offer God falls short of the price we need to receive eternal life. And since the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), only the generous gift of Jesus’s sinless life and willing sacrifice could satisfy the penalty of death. Thus, our work and requirement to receive eternal life is simply to believe in Jesus as Lord.  
j. If we place salvation in works outside of belief on Him, then we have no salvation. Paul elsewhere says that you “are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast” 
(Eph. 2:8-9).
The treasure of salvation (Rom. 10:11c)
k. The joy of salvation is that we “will not be put to shame.”
l. While our ultimate joy is fully attaining a close relationship with Jesus in eternity, a subsequent joy is the full removal of shame. 
m. When Adam and Eve sinned in the beginning, shame entered into God’s creation, and every soul is likewise poisoned by sin (see Gen. 3:7,24). We have all individually wandered away from God (Jas. 1:14), being buried in a heap of shame because we’ve foolishly believed lies instead of truth (Rom. 3:23).
n. Jesus purchased our death upon the cross. When we believe on Him, we are justified before God the Father (Rom. 3:24), which means that we are made right, good, and holy before God because Jesus’s righteousness becomes our righteousness. The shame is removed, and now we aim to live joyfully as Jesus taught (see 
John 8:11).
o. For those who are in Christ, there is no shame because the Father sees the righteousness of Jesus. His righteousness is one of the great joys and treasures 
of salvation! 
Conclusion
Every person has a soul that longs for spiritual healing. We all feel the darkness of sin and shame, whether it’s with full knowledge of Scripture or from a general, moral longing in each soul (Rom. 1:19; 8:22). Thankfully, the good news for everyone is that there is a cure—believing in Jesus. Our mission is to tell everyone about Him, wherever we go. 
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