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Sermon Series // Romans
Supports Session 2: Coming Judgment
Sermon Title: “A Word for the Church” (Romans 2:1-11)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Connection to Session 2
Session two examined Romans 2:1-13, which looked at the reality of coming judgment. In that text, Paul exposed the danger of moral confidence and religious self‑assurance. The study showed that judgment is not reserved only for the openly sinful, but also for every heart that presumes upon God’s patience while remaining unchanged. 
This sermon outline moves deeper into the text, examining it closely by pressing it into the hearts and lives of the hearers. In this sermon, the same warning studied in the Bible Study will now call for a response. God’s kindness is still present, and judgment is still coming. The question now before us is whether each person will respond rightly to what He has revealed in His Word.
Introduction/Opening
There is something deeply human about noticing what is wrong with everyone else. We are quick to see sin when it shows up in someone else’s life. We name it, critique it, distance ourselves from it, and even shun it. And without even realizing it, we begin to measure our standing with God by comparing ourselves to others: “At least I am not like them.”
We see this truth in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14). In this parable, Jesus spoke about two men who went up to the temple to pray. The Pharisee was confident in his morality and grateful that he was not like other people. But the tax collector, standing off to the side at a distance, was fully aware of his sin and pleaded for mercy. Jesus said that the tax collector went home justified rather than the Pharisee.
Our passage in Romans 2 speaks directly to that parable. After exposing open rebellion in Romans 1, Paul then turned to those who assumed they were safe because they could identify sin in others. Paul’s message for us today is clear: God’s judgment is perfectly righteous because He sees the heart.
Outline
Pride is dangerous (Rom. 2:1-3)
a. Paul began by confronting the person who judged others. When we judge, we condemn ourselves because we practice the same thing. Paul was not saying every sin looks identical but that the same sinful heart is at work.
b. Judging others can feel righteous, but it often masks self-deception. It masks our pride, and pride is dangerous (see Prov. 3:34; Jas. 4:6). 
c. There is an old expression that says, “the best defense is a good offense.” While that may be true at times, it points out the obvious. People who self-righteously attack and judge others are merely deflecting from confronting the truth about themselves—they are sinners without excuse.
d. Just as people who blatantly, brazenly, and openly sin are said to be without excuse (see Rom. 1:20), those who shamelessly judge others are also without excuse. 
e. Even more, those who know the Word are especially without excuse. This was true then and it is still true today. Although we may not judge externally, we do so in our hearts. 
f. We may condemn visible sins while excusing hidden ones. We may define sin in ways that favor us as we try to justify in our minds our standing with God. And we may hope that God somehow grades on a curve.
g. Paul stripped that illusion away. God’s judgment is based on truth, not comparison. Knowing what is wrong does not make us right. Condemning sin in others does not cancel sin in us.
h. ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a courtroom where a man stands up and loudly condemns the accused. He knows the law and explains why this crime deserves punishment. But then the judge looks at him and reveals evidence that he has committed the same crime. In that moment, his knowledge of the law does not help him. His judgment of another does not excuse him, and the law he appealed to now stands against him. 
i. When we judge others, we are appealing to a standard that applies to us as well.
Purposeful Patience (Rom. 2:4-5)
j. In these verses Paul declared that God’s kindness is meant to lead us to repentance. God obviously does not approve of our current sinful state. And rather than having us presume upon the riches of His kindness, forbearance, and patience, God leads us to a place of repentance.
k. Repentance is the turning of a sinner from sin and death toward Christ and new life. It means making a 180-degree-turn and walking in the other direction. Repentance is a moment of celebration and a time when even all of heaven rejoices (see Luke 15:7,10). Therefore, God’s delay in judgment is an act of mercy and an opportunity for a sinner to repent. God’s patience has a purpose—repentance.
l. ILLUSTRATION: When the warning light on a car dashboard first comes on, the car still runs. But that light is not permission to ignore the problem—it is mercy. Some people might cover the light with black tape, while others just hope that it will go away. Many defiantly drive the car anyway and ignore the warning light completely. Eventually, however, the engine fails. And it’s not because the warning was unclear; it’s but because it was ignored. God’s kindness works the same way. It is a warning that is wrapped in mercy, a time to turn before damage 
becomes destruction.
m. This raises one final question: What will judgment ultimately look like when 
it comes?
Perfect Judgment (Rom. 2:6-11)
n. God’s judgment is always going to be righteous and impartial. Paul rightly asserted that God “will repay each one according to his works” (v. 6). This is not works-based salvation but the fruit of one’s faith. After all, a person’s fruit reveals what the heart truly trusts.
o. There’s a second part of what Paul mentioned: God does not show favoritism. No one is elevated over another because everyone is equal in their standing before God. Religious background, knowledge, or status offer no advantage. Both Jew and Gentile stand on equal ground before a holy God. Therefore, God’s judgment is righteous because it is fair. He sees what no one else sees and judges according to truth, 
not appearance.
p. ILLUSTRATION: Many of us have a scale at home. Today, scales are often reasonably accurate. There’s probably not much difference between our home scales and a doctor’s office scale. A scale does not care who steps on it, and it does not adjust for feelings or intentions. It doesn’t account for someone’s hope that the weight will show a different number than what they fear it will show. The scale reveals what is actually there. God is like that. He is impartial. His judgment is not swayed by reputation, religiously flowery language, or even moral comparison. His judgment is perfectly impartial, and it reveals reality. And that is terrifying unless there is grace.
Conclusion
Grace should call us to one necessary response—repentance. We must trust in God’s mercy and nothing else. There should be no false confidence we may have by judging others. That won’t save us, and neither will religious works, actions, or language. None of those can save us; it is only the finished work of the Lord Jesus that justifies us.
As we saw in Romans 1, the gospel is the only hope that can withstand the judgment described in Romans 2. The power that saves us is the only power that can make us ready to stand before a righteous God. 
Settle this truth before Him today. Turn to Him now and forever. 
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE.




