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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Session 3: Worship the King
Suggested Week of Use: December 21, 2025
Core Passage: Matthew 2:1-12

News Story Summary

In November, a portrait painted by Austrian artist Gustav Klimt (1862-1918) sold at auction for
$236.4 million. It was expected to sell for $150 million, but the final amount broke records for
the sale of modern art. For decades, the painting, “Portrait of Elisabeth Lederer,” hung in the
home of Leonard Lauder, an heir of the Estee Lauder cosmetic company. The painting was
loaned out to museums only a few times, most recently in 2017 to the National Gallery of
Canada. Earlier this year, it was returned to Lauder not long before his death.

Lauder’s art historian, Emily Braun, said Lauder collected Klimt’s works and prominently
displayed “Elisabeth Lederer” first in his living room and then his dining room. According to
Braun, Lauder recognized the beauty and aesthetic strength of Klimt’s art. He even ate lunch at a
table right by the painting whenever he was home.

Elisabeth Lederer was a member of a prominent Jewish family in Austria. When the Nazis
annexed her homeland in 1938, she used the painting to create a fictional narrative that she was
Klimt’s biological daughter. Since Klimt was not Jewish, this ploy likely saved Lederer’s life
and allowed her to remain in Austria until she died in 1944.

For more about this story, search “Klimt painting smashes records.”
Engage

To supplement the Engage activities, find an online photo of Gustav Klimt’s painting, ‘“Portrait
of Elisabeth Lederer.” Show it to the group without providing details. Ask: How much would you
pay for this painting? Why? Share information about the painting, including its history and its
record-setting auction price. Ask: How did Lauder show that he valued the painting? How do we
determine the worth of something? Explain that in today’s Christmas session, the wise men
recognized the value of the baby who came to earth as King and Savior.

Challenge

To supplement the Challenge activities, remind the group of the Klimt painting which recently
sold for more than $236 million. Ask: Why would someone pay that much for a painting?
Discuss responses. Point out that the wise men recognized Jesus’s value. Say: As a result, they
gave Him gifts and worshiped Him. Challenge adults to consider how much Jesus is worth to
them. Read this statement from page 47 of the Leader Guide: His value is not based on any
amount we could pay, but on the price He paid for us. Close the session in prayer.
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