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Matthew 1-13 Sermon Series
Supports Session 12: Judgment Coming
Sermon Title: “That Day” (2 Peter 3:1-13)

Connection to Session 12

In Matthew 13, Jesus spoke about the coming judgment of God. The judgment of God on the
wicked and unrighteous is not a popular topic. However, Jesus made it clear that a day will come
when God will judge the earth and separate His true people from those who are not His.

Second Peter 3:1-13 speaks directly to the day of the Lord, that great day when God will appear
and judge all people. Peter intended to spur on his readers to remember that the day of judgment
is coming, and everyone must make sure they are prepared for it.

Introduction/Opening

Certain dates are so important to us that we put them in our phones and on our calendars to
remind us of them. Birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays are usually dates that hold a special
place in our hearts. We look forward to them with anticipation. Peter talked about another
important day that we cannot place on a calendar, because we do not know when it is coming.
Though we cannot pinpoint the date, Peter told his readers that they must be ready for it when it
comes. That day is the day of the Lord, or the day of judgment. It may not be a day we think
about often, but Peter wants us to be ready for it when it comes.

Outline

1. We must remember that day every day (2 Pet. 3:1-2).

a. People are forgetful creatures. When we get busy with life, we may forget to take
out the trash, pay a bill, or show up to an appointment. We have tried to combat
our forgetfulness by using our phone calendars and setting reminders to be where
we need to be when we’re supposed to be there. However, we cannot set a
calendar reminder for the day of the Lord. We must set a daily reminder that the
day of the Lord will come.

b. Throughout the Bible, we see how people forgot God’s grace toward them and
continued in sin. The book of Judges details the forgetful cycle God’s people
followed. Judges 3:7 says, “The Israelites did what was evil in the LORD’s sight;
they forgot the LORD their God and worshiped the Baals and the Asherahs.”

c. In Romans 15:4, Paul wrote that all that was written in the former days was
written for our instruction. Unlike God’s people in the Old Testament, we must
not forget the grace of God nor the judgment of God. One day will be the last day.
We should live our lives in light of it.
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2. We must remember that detractors will come to distract us (2 Pet. 3:3-7).

a.

Peter, with pastoral predication, wrote that people would come and deny the
return of Christ and the judgment of God. He called these people “scoffers” (v. 3).
This word means to mock or ridicule. Peter knew that if there were a delay in the
Lord’s return, scoffers would be ready to ridicule God’s people for hoping in a
day that was yet to come. Perhaps some might even be led astray by these
scoffers. In Psalm 1, David encouraged the blessed reader not to “sit in the
company of mockers” (Ps. 1:1).

Peter referenced the story of Noah’s ark as proof that God’s judgment is swift and
real (Gen. 6-9). The earth was full of wickedness and sin, and God promised to
judge the earth with a flood. Noah and his family believed the promise God made
to flood the earth. But they also believed the promise that God would save them if
they were faithful to obey Him. Only Noah’s family was saved; the ungodly faced
death. We should be like Noah, trusting in the Word of God that promises the
coming day of judgment (2 Pet. 3:7).

3. We must remember God’s patience toward all (2 Pet. 3:8-9).

a.

While the scoffers think that the delay of the day of judgment means it is not
coming, Peter reminded his readers that the delay should cause them to remember
God’s character. He says, “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some
understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to
come to repentance” (v. 9).

God explained His character for His people most clearly in Exodus 34:6-7. His
description includes both elements of patience and judgment. God says, “The
LorD—the LORD is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and
abounding in faithful love and truth, maintaining faithful love to a thousand
generations, forgiving iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But he will not leave the guilty
unpunished, bringing the consequences of the fathers’ iniquity on the children and
grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.”

We should not presume on the patience of God. Though God does not want any to
perish, the day of judgment is still coming. While we still have time, we must
repent and believe the gospel.

4. We must remember to be faithful as we wait (2 Pet. 3:10-13).

a.

Conclusion
When that day comes, will you be ready? The only way to be ready is to repent of your sin and
believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and rose again to make us right with
God. If you are saved, are you living in light of that day? Live faithfully each day in light of
that day.

As Peter concluded this section, he encouraged his readers to live their lives in
light of that day. That day is inevitable; our conduct should match our profession
of faith in Christ. As we wait, we must strive to live faithful lives, waiting on His
promises to be fulfilled.
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