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Matthew 1–13 Sermon Series      

Supports Session 11: Rejecting Legalism 
Sermon Title: “The Compassionate Servant of God” (Isaiah 42:1-4) 

  
 
 
Connection to Session 11 
 
Matthew 12:1-50 demonstrates how Jesus challenged the Pharisaical legalism of His day. The 
spiritual leaders who were meant to be servants of God cared more about religious rules than 
about showing compassion. Matthew quotes Isaiah 42:1-4 to demonstrate that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the messianic prophecy regarding the true servant of the Lord. The true servant of 
the Lord would be marked by care and compassion, gentleness and strength.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Many people have multiple jobs throughout the course of their career. In almost every case, 
unless you own your own business, you directly report to a supervisor. Even CEOs report to an 
advisory board or trustees. The quality of the supervisor is vital to the success of the company’s 
mission. Israel’s spiritual supervisors, the Pharisees, were not doing their job correctly. In fact, 
they missed the point of the law they claimed to know. Throughout Jesus’s interactions with the 
Pharisees, He demonstrated that He, rather than the mistaken Pharisees, was the true 
“supervisor,” because He functioned as the servant of the Lord and sought to do His will. 
Matthew quoted Isaiah 42:1-4 to demonstrate that Jesus was exactly who the people needed. This 
passage provides insight into the spiritual leadership of Jesus and shows us why we can  
trust Him. 
 
Outline 
 

1. We can trust Jesus because He is God’s chosen servant (Isa. 42:1). 
a. Israel was intended to be the chosen servant of God. When God spoke with 

Abraham about his descendants, He said they were meant to be a blessing to the 
nations (Gen. 12:3). God chose Abraham and Abraham’s descendants to do His 
will in the world. Yet, as the story unfolds, Israel proved to be an unfaithful 
servant. Continually turning to idols, Israel would face exile for  
their disobedience.  

b. Within this context, God introduced His true servant, the Messiah, through Isaiah. 
This Messiah, like Israel, was “chosen” by God to fulfill His mission. Not only 
was He chosen by God, but God also delighted in Him. When John baptized Jesus 
in the Jordan River, the heavens opened and God spoke these very words over 
Jesus, confirming that Jesus was the expected Servant of the Lord. Like other 
special kings and priests in the Old Testament, He would be recognizable because 
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God placed His Spirit on Him. At His baptism, the Spirit of God descended on 
Jesus like a dove (Mark 1:9-11).  

c. A father once had two sons. The elder son was meant to run the family business 
upon the father’s retirement. The problem was the eldest son lost sight of the 
mission of the business. He began to use the business for himself rather than 
serving its customers well. To make matters worse, he did not have the same 
character as his father. After handing over the business to his eldest son, the son 
made foolish decisions with the employees and the money. He nearly ran the 
business into the ground. The father stepped in, took the business back, and gave 
it to his other son. This son shared the same values and character as his father, and 
through him, the business flourished. This is much like what happened with 
Israel, the first son. Jesus, the true Son, had the same character and mission as  
His father.  

 
 

2. We can trust Jesus because He is God’s gentle servant (Isa. 42:2). 
a. Good leaders are servant leaders who value and care for their people. When Jesus 

stepped on the scene, He saw that God’s people were like sheep without a 
shepherd (Mark 6:34). Their faith was weak, if not nonexistent. They had been 
poorly led. Rather than chiding the people, Jesus demonstrated care and 
compassion. He nurtured their smoldering faith, bound up the weak, and invited 
people to experience the kingdom of God.  

b. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
because I am lowly and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

c. A guitar is meant to produce music; that is its mission. If a guitar has a significant 
problem, like a broken neck or cracked body, it cannot function as it is meant to. 
A skilled luthier can restore a broken guitar to its mission. Jesus, like the luthier, 
treats broken people with care and compassion to restore them. 

 
 

3. We can trust Jesus because He is God’s determined servant (Isa. 42:3-4). 
a. As God spoke through Isaiah, He said that His servant would not grow weak as 

He accomplished His mission of bringing justice. He would not stop until His 
work was accomplished. We see how Jesus was determined to fulfill His mission 
as He prayed in the garden of Gethsemane. He was committed to accomplishing 
God’s will, even if it meant He must die for sinners.  

b. The last line of Isaiah 42:1-4 shows us that Jesus’s work would have implications 
for more than Israel—it would affect the whole world.  

 
 
Conclusion 
Through Isaiah, God made it clear that His chosen servant would accomplish all He set out to do. 
He would care for the weak and broken and bring justice. This servant is none other than Jesus. 
Through His death and resurrection, He accomplished His mission. We can trust Him.  
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