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Matthew 14-28 Sermon Series
Supports Session 14: Our Savior
Sermon Title: “Humble Savior” (Philippians 2:5-11)

Connection to Session 14

Roman soldiers mocked and ridiculed Jesus shortly before He was crucified. They did this by
dressing Him in a scarlet robe, kneeling before Him and saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” (Matt.
27:29). Little did they know that they were behaving in a manner and proclaiming a message that
all with proclaim one day.

Introduction/Opening

As the summer season nears, we will have the chance to enjoy the upcoming movies. In an effort
to pique our curiosity, we will see an abundance of movie trailers on TV. The point of the trailer
is to show a short preview of a larger feature. As we learned in our Bible study this morning,
when Jesus was crucified, the soldiers knelt before Him and proclaimed Him to be the King of
the Jews in a mocking fashion. Little did they know that their actions would serve as a short
preview of what was to come. Paul articulated this truth to the church at Philippi, and it is our
text today. We will examine the actions of Christ that will lead to the response of every knee
bowing and every tongue confessing Him as Lord.

Outline

The actions of Jesus (Philippians 2:5-9)
1.) He humbled Himself- We have a great deal of theology contained in a short segment
of Scripture. As we look at verses seven and eight, we can see a consistent theme. Jesus
emptied Himself and He humbled Himself. Both statements reflect a personal choice.
Jesus chose to empty Himself by assuming the form of a servant—though He still
retained His deity. He could have chosen to remain in glory, yet He didn’t. He also
humbled Himself. Once again, we see a personal choice. He chose to do this out of
obedience to the Father and for our sake.

For those today who are followers of Jesus, our goal is to be like Jesus. We used to ask
ourselves, what would Jesus do? We cannot accurately answer this question if we do not
know what He did. Today we see that He emptied and humbled Himself. Now that we
know what He did, the question becomes, will we be like Jesus today?

2.) He sacrificed Himself. His humility led Him to the cross on which He suffered and
died, bearing the penalty for our sins. All of this took place on the cross of Calvary. The
amazing thing is that while Jesus was here on earth, He said, “If anyone wants to follow
after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Jesus
lived a life of sacrifice, and He invites us to a similar life. When we see the Christian life
through this biblical prism, it should change our daily behavior.
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3.) He is exalted. The humble, sacrificial lifestyle was not in vain as this passage tells us
“for this reason God highly exalted Him” (v. 9). It is important to note the tense of this
passage. Paul wrote it as a completed act which has future implications. The obedience to
the Father’s plan was not in vain. Jesus reigns and is exalted.

The response of humankind (Philippians 2:10-11)
1.) Every knee will bow. How many of us have observed someone’s body language? For
example, if we are speaking to someone and they cross their arms and narrow their brow,
we know that they are closed off to what we are saying. If we study this passage closely,
we will observe body language. When someone bows on their knee, they are showing
submission to one who is higher. If we also put this action in context, bowing on one’s
knee is evidence of worship.

Once again studying the passage closely, we find the key word “every” (v. 10). We do
not need to study the original language too closely to understand that every means
everyone. Yes, even those who say there is no God; they too will bow in submissive
worship. Yes, even those who worship Jesus in spirit and truth, we will gladly bow in
submissive worship to Him. Since Jesus is highly exalted, we will all have the
opportunity to bow in worship.

2.) Every tongue will confess. Not only will every knee bow, “every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (v. 11). The word “every” is
used yet again. Let’s look at another word that is found in both actions, that being “will”.
This statement is factual, meaning that it will happen. It is a factual statement that 1+1=2.
If someone does not want to believe this, that is fine. But their lack of belief does not
change the fact that 1+1=2. In a similar manner, every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, whether they want to or not.

Now that we know this to be factual, let’s examine one last word, that being “Lord.” The
easiest definition for this word is boss. Jesus is the eternal boss of our lives. Every tongue
will one day confess that Jesus Christ is boss. A new fact comes as a direct result of this
fact. Since Jesus Christ is boss, I am not. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the
Garden by eating the fruit, the temptation was that upon eating the fruit they would
become like God, knowing good from evil (Gen. 3:5). This was a temptation to be their
own boss. The reality is, however, that we will all one day acknowledge that we are not
the boss and Jesus is.

Conclusion

As we learned in our Bible study this morning, the Roman guard mockingly stated that Jesus is
Lord. His actions serve as a foreshadow of something to come. Let’s all learn from that guard.
Let’s make sure that we bow our knee and confess with our tongue that Jesus Christ is Lord
today. When we confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God
raised Him from the dead, the Bible says that we will be saved (Rom. 10:9).
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