¢

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Matthew 14-28 Sermon Series
Supports Session 11: Alert
Sermon Title: “Being Ready” (Romans 10:1-13)

Connection to Session 1

Jesus clearly articulated that no one knows the time of His return except the Father. He also said
that there would be signs of His return. If we see these signs coming to fruition in today’s time,
wisdom will say that we should be ready.

Introduction/Opening

As we come to the end of the spring and summer is soon to be upon us, this means that hurricane
season is at hand. Some of us may have grown up in an area where this was part of the local
news. I personally recall getting ready for hurricanes on the Texas coast. We would see signs of
a hurricane coming and begin to respond. As the storm got closer and closer, our response was
more intentional. The last thing we wanted to do was have a hurricane come ashore and not be
ready. If we went to so much effort to get ready for a storm, how much more vital is it to make
sure we are ready for the return of Jesus. Paul outlined things that a follower of Jesus can be
about as well as how those exploring the teachings of Jesus can prepare for His return.

Outline

Being ready to share Jesus (Romans 10:1-8)
1.) We have good news to share. For those of us here today that know Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior, this message applies to us as well. Yes, we are secure in our salvation
and God wants us to make sure our loved ones and friends are ready for Christ’s return.
The way that we do this is by sharing the good news that Jesus paid a price for our sins
on the cross and offers salvation to all who will call upon His name.

One reason this is such good news is because salvation is given and not earned. Paul
addressed this fact when he stated those he was sharing with “attempted to establish their
own righteousness” (v. 3). This attempt is still around today in that many believe they can
be good enough to earn salvation. The good news, however, is that not only can it not be
earned, but it has also already been paid for by Jesus on the cross.

2.) We are all called to share. We can also discern that this good news is to be shared by
all who know Jesus personally. We find this truth in verse 8 when Paul told the church,
“This is the message of faith that we proclaim.” It is important to point out the plural
nature of this verse. Paul did not say to the church that they were simply responsible for
bringing their friends and family to a local gathering in which he could share this
message. He clearly stated that those who know Jesus get to proclaim this truth.
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Being ready to receive Jesus (Romans 10:9-13)
1.) Confess Jesus as Lord. Some in here this morning may not believe they are in the
camp that needs to be ready to share Jesus. This group may be in the camp that needs to
be ready to receive Jesus. If you believe you are in this camp, then the passage has great
news for you too. We see two clear teachings in verse 9 that articulate steps you can take
today in order to be ready.

First, we are called to confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord. Jesus said that what
comes out of our mouth reflects what is in our hearts (Matt. 12:34). If we are to confess
Jesus as Lord, then we need to know what the word means. A simple definition of the
word is boss. We are confess Jesus as boss, and He is our boss for eternity. If Jesus is
boss, then this means that I am not. When we confess Him as boss, we are saying that we
will daily set aside our ways and strive to actively follow Him. When we confess Him as
boss, this is not simply in that one moment, but rather continuously denying self and
following Him (Luke 9:23).

2.) Believe in His resurrection. Our next step, according to this passage, is to believe in
our hearts that God raised Him from the dead. Something takes on a different perspective
when we believe it with our hearts. I can believe in my head that I can jump from the
high dive. It becomes real, however, when I believe in my heart that I can survive it. It is
at this point that I actually jump. Many may know the stories of Jesus and believe that He
was a good teacher. The question is, do you believe in your heart that He lived a perfect
life, defeated death, and sits at the right hand of the Father in power right now? This heart
belief is what saves.

3.) You will be saved. We should rejoice in the factual nature of the close of this verse.
The passage does not say that we may be saved or that we could be saved. It clearly states
that we will be saved. We live in a culture in which feelings can dictate our reality. While
we should not completely ignore our feelings, we should not allow them to tell us what is
factual or not. If we feel like we are not worthy of God’s salvation, we need to trust what
He is saying more than what we are feeling. He clearly states that “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 13).

Conclusion

As we conclude this message, we once again have at least two points of application. For those
here today that are ready for the return of Jesus, who can we proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ to today? The reality is that many are not ready, and we are called to proclaim this
message. For those who may not be ready, the steps you need to take are just as clear. Let today
be the day that you call on Jesus as Lord and trust that He can and will save you.
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