
© Lifeway Christian Resources  goExploreTheBible.com 
 

 
Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series    
Supports Session 9: Authority 

Sermon Title: “Recognizing Authority” (Psalm 51:1-10) 
  

 
Connection to Session 9 
This morning’s Bible study revealed that the chief priests and elders during the time of Jesus 
chose not to recognize His authority. This morning’s sermon shows us one who did recognize 
God’s authority. Let’s learn from David’s response to God when he confessed his sin. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
When we were children in school, we tended to behave differently when the principal entered the 
room. We still do this as adults when the boss or CEO enters the room. This is not about fearing 
them but rather showing them the respect they are due given their position of authority. David, 
one of the most recognized leaders in the Old Testament, was anything but perfect. When he was 
called out for his sin, he recognized God’s authority and responded accordingly. He also 
recognized his own shortfalls and trusted God to restore him. 
 
Outline 
We should recognize God as loving. (Psalm 51:1-2) 
The context of this passage is that Nathan, a prophet of God, had confronted David for his 
adultery and murder (see 2 Sam. 11–12). This had to be a difficult message for Nathan to deliver 
and an even more difficult message for David to receive. Upon coming to the realization that 
David’s sin was not concealed from God, his first response was to ask God to be gracious to him. 
As we learned in last week’s message, grace is God’s unconditional love and unmerited favor. 
  
David called on two things at a time of great distress. First, he asked for God’s faithful love. For 
love to be faithful, it must be consistent, even during times of distress. David knew, that even as 
king, he was not the ultimate authority. The circumstances in which he found himself showed 
this fact to be true. Therefore, he called upon the faithful love of the One who was in authority to 
provide that love for him during his time of personal crisis. 
  
David also called on God’s abundant compassion. A simple definition of compassion is love that 
is acted upon. If someone indicates that they have compassion but does not stop to help someone 
in need, they are not showing compassion (Luke 10:25-27). If David thought he was the ultimate 
authority, he could have pardoned himself. His actions, however, showed that he knew God was 
in authority and he was calling on God’s goodness during a time of crisis. 
 
We should recognize we are sinful (Psalm 51:3-5) 
One of the fastest ways to learn that we are not the ultimate authority is to have and maintain an 
accurate assessment of self. Context is once again vital to understanding this passage. David was 
the king, and everyone had to submit to him. He was able to give orders, and those orders were 
not to be questioned. Circumstances, however, caused him to instantly see things differently. He 
had sinned, had been caught, and was responding with no excuses. 
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Sometimes, we too can feel like kings. We may be in authority at the office, in our homes, or on 
the ballfield. When we are in these places, we can falsely conclude that we are sovereign. The 
reality, however, is that we, like David, have limited authority. Also, we are like David in that 
we are sinners and need to confess these sins.  
  
For us to understand this truth, we need to define sin. A biblical definition is to miss the mark 
(Rom 3:23). God has set a standard before us and that is perfect holiness (Lev 19:2). God knows 
that this is not obtainable for man to accomplish on his own and has offered Jesus, His perfect 
Son, as our substitute (John 3:16). The key for us is to openly admit, as David did, that we too 
have sin in our lives and this sin is always before us.  
  
We also need to understand that our sin is against God. Since God is the ultimate authority, and 
He is the one who sets the standard. When we miss the mark, we sin against Him. It seems that 
the world today is fixated on who offends us and why we are offended. The biblical truth is that 
our sin is offensive to God. Yes, our sin impacts those around us, but this does not change the 
fact that we have sinned against God. It is also vital to note that David did not offer up any 
excuses for his sin; he simply owned it. We would be wise to model this behavior in our own 
lives. 
 
We should recognize that God can restore (Psalm 51:6-10). 
Since God is in authority, then He is able to restore us in our fallen state. David knew this and 
that is why he asked God to purify and cleanse him. Once again, we must admit that we are 
unclean before we can asked to be cleansed. It is our sin that tarnishes us. It is God’s faithful 
love and abundant compassion that restores. 

 
David was not finished with his request, he also asked for a clean heart. David had sinned and 
needed more than a change in behavior; he needed a change of heart. We, like David, have all 
sinned. Our justification is not found in trying harder to be a good person. Instead, it is found in 
Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:23-24). This justification is had when we acknowledge Him as Lord. To be 
Lord means to be in authority. When we recognize Him as being in authority, we must admit that 
we are not. 
  
Conclusion: 
The question for us now becomes, have we acknowledged our own sin and God as authority? If 
yes, then we still have much work to do. Initially submitting to God’s authority and confessing 
Him as Lord is the start of a lifelong journey. Jesus invites us to deny ourselves and take up our 
cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23). Therefore, our calling is to daily submit to and follow 
Him. 
  
If, however, some have not acknowledge their sin and accepted Jesus as their authority, 
understand that the abundant compassion He had for David is available for you, too. David 
confessed his sin and asked to be restored. God heard and responded. Please don’t leave here 
today without confessing your sin and experiencing God’s loving restoration. 
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