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Matthew 14-28 Sermon Series
Supports Session 5: Forgiveness
Sermon Title: “Forgiveness Toward Fellowship” (Jude 20-24)

Connection to Session 5

Session 5 emphasizes the biblical perspective of forgiveness. Jesus’s teaching on forgiveness is
sorely needed in the church today! While this sermon outline does not use the Matthew 18 text, it
may be worth revisiting this passage in a midweek study or during another opportunity in this
series. Jesus’s parable in Matthew 18:21-35 is powerful and cuts deep into the nature of true
forgiveness.

Jude’s epistle is a warning about false teachers in the church. Verses 20-23 call God’s people to
faithfulness and challenges them to restore those who have been impacted by these teachers.
Jude’s perspective on restoration is helpful for Christians. It shows that true forgiveness is not
about forgetting, but rather about restoring fellowship. Since God’s forgiveness of us brings us
into fellowship with Him, our forgiveness of others should bring a restoration of fellowship in
the local church.

Introduction/Opening

If you’ve ever gone camping outdoors, chances are you’ve made s’mores. This graham
cracker/chocolate/marshmallow dessert is an icon of the camping experience. One of the keys to
this dessert is a perfectly toasted marshmallow. For the novice s’more maker, it is easy to
accidentally overcook your marshmallow, or even worse, drop it into the fire! Your
marshmallow must be rescued quickly from the flames to avoid a charred demise.

Encouraging others to walk with Christ can be like this. If we do not take care, sin can suddenly
impact our fellowship with God and with one another. Like a flaming marshmallow, sin can
quickly get out of hand. Jude told the believers in his day to pursue holiness and restore those
who have gone astray

Outline

Building Up (Jude 20)

In contrast with the false teachers, Jude told the early Christians to devote themselves to building
one another up in the faith. This command is a corporate command, not just an individual
instruction. Together, believers build up one another as an outcome of their faith in Jesus.

In Matthew 18:21-25, Jesus teaches on forgiveness. The goal of forgiveness is not to ignore sin,
but to acknowledge it, repent of it, and pursue holiness in Christ. Jude calls the church to be built
up into the “most holy faith” (v. 20). The “most holy faith™ here is a reference to the gospel
message that Jude already discussed in v. 3. There, as here in v. 20, we are reminded of the
seriousness with which the gospel message must be taken. Even after a Christian believes, their
life must be a lifestyle of repentance. Since no human is without sin, even after our conversion,
every human must have a lifestyle of repentance. This is not to earn salvation, but to bring out
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lives into alignment with the truth of our salvation. When we realize we are in sin and not
walking in holiness, we are to repent and return to fellowship with Christ and one another. This
is expressed through prayer in the power of the Holy Spirit. We are assured that the Spirit brings
our requests to God (Romans 8:26-27)

Building Blocks (Jude 21-23)
This final admonition in Jude’s letter gives instructions for walking in holiness. If we look
closely, we can see how to walk with the Lord.

1. “Keep yourselves in the love of God” (v. 21). Every day, we remind ourselves of God’s
love, and we express that love to one another—even and especially when we are
wronged. Because we remember God’s love for us, we can love one another.

2. “Waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 21). Every day,
believers should remember they have been forgiven, and one day, that forgiveness will be
realized in full upon the return of Jesus. We can be merciful people because Jesus has
been merciful to us.

3. “Have mercy on those who waver” (v. 22). Remembering future mercies allows us to
express present mercies. Though our culture today celebrates doubt, Jude is not casting
doctrinal uncertainty in a positive light. Doubt is the opposite of faith. When we are not
walking in faith, we are walking in sin. Since every Christian wavers at some point or
another, we should give mercy to those who are genuinely, though perhaps imperfectly,
trying to live for the honor of Christ.

4. “Save others” (v. 23). This is about restoration to fellowship, not about bringing the
gospel to the lost. We “save” by pursing wayward believers, calling them to repent of sin
and to restoration of fellowship.

5. “Have mercy on others but with fear” (v. 23). This is a different category from the
previous two. The one who wavers needs mercy and gentle correction; other sins need
swift intervention. This third category is one who has unrepentantly embraced sin over
Christ. The mercy shown is calling them to genuine repentance while being unafraid to
identify their habitual sin. God-honoring forgiveness identifies sin, recognizes its
consequences, and calls others to avoid it at all costs.

Blameless Before God (Jude 24-25)

The final doxology of Jude reminds all believers that they are not immune to sin! Only Jesus can
keep us from falling down the same path as these false teachers. Believers rely on the preserving,
sanctifying power of Christ. Only by Jesus can we stand before God forgiven. Because all true
believers are in Christ Jesus, their future standing in God’s presence is secure.

But this security is never found in one’s own righteousness, it is found only in the perfect Savior.
My own works are nothing compared with Christ, so He alone deserves all worship and praise.
Believers forgive because our status in Jesus is secure, and because He has given great
forgiveness to us.

Application Points:

- Devote yourself to the things God loves. One of the best ways to "keep yourself in the
love of God" (v. 21) is to focus on what He loves! Investing in your local church, serving
those in need, sharing the gospel with your unbelieving neighbors, and meditating on
God's Word through regular study and prayer keep us focused on the things near to
God's heart.
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- Remember the Lord will return. The New Testament teaches the imminent return of
Christ. Even though the Lord is patient (2 Peter 3:9), He will return again in glory!
Keeping the Lord's return in mind allows us to live with proper urgency and trust.

- Pursue those who are straying from Christ. Jude urges believers to "have mercy" on
those who are struggling with habitual sin. Though it may be awkward or uncomfortable,
believers are supposed to graciously pursue holiness and love together, especially when
sin takes a hold in our lives. Is there someone who claims to follow Christ who has
strayed from the Lord? Pray that God will use you to bring them to repentance and
restoration.

Conclusion

Forgiveness is about restoration of fellowship. Some believers may waver, and we treat them
with tenderness and graceful mercy. Some believers are falling to sin, and like saving something
precious from a fire, we should swiftly call them to repentance for their rescue. Some require the
mercy of the truth. In all of these various temptations, believers must regularly build themselves
up on Christ. He is the only One who is able to protect us from sin, and the only One who will
present us blameless before God. Let’s be quick to forgive and restore fellowship so together we
can live in the perfect work of Christ for His glory and praise!

Taylor Lassiter serves as the pastor of College Heights Baptist Church in Plainview, TX, and is a graduate of Dallas Theological
Seminary and Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is married to Meredith and has three sons. Together, they enjoy
tennis, pickleball, college football, Texas BBQ, and board games as a family.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian Standard Bible, Copyright 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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