Day 5:Mark 1:43-45

Pay attention to what the formerly
leprous man did

We might imagine that Jesus would wel
come the publicity that could come from a
miraculous healing However He “sternly
warned him and sent him away at once " He
commanded the restored leper to seek out
a priest to o er the sacri ces prescribed
in Leviticus  Why would Jesus strongly
forbid this healed man from telling anyone
aboutit? The answer lies in His focus on the
mission of proclamation Healing was not
the primary object of His work Spiritual
redemption was the reason He came Large
crowds drawn by publicity and fueled by
possible wrong motives might hinder the
accomplishment of His mission

While not excusable it is understandable
that the man disregarded Jesus’s com
mand when “he went out and began to pro

claim it widely and to spread the news”

His motives might have been good but it
resulted in Jesus being unable to “enter a
town openly”

The formerly leprous man once lived in
isolation from others His failure to follow
Jesus’s instructions resulted in Jesus
having to remain outside cities “in deserted
places ” The man was liberated from his
social separation but Jesus was somewhat
condemned to it Some have described the
gospel as the Great Exchange whereby
Jesus took our judgment upon Himself and
to us His righteousness Thisisthe essence
of our proclamation of Jesus Christ

What does your willingness to talk openly
about Jesus indicate regarding your
relationship with Him?

APPLY THE TEXT

List some acts of compassion you
could regularly perform for the sake

of the gospel. Determine a time in

which you will complete them. How

can you use the ones you already
do as an introduction to sharing a

witness for Jesus? What would be
the outcome if you do good works

but fail to share the gospel?
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