Explore the Bible: Preschool Music & Print Extras		
Parent Email Messages		
Spring 2023


Teachers: You have permission to use these brief messages to provide families an overview of the Bible focus for each week.




Session 1. Parent Note for Week of March 5, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Help for All People
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: A Woman Ran to Jesus (Matthew 15:21-28)
• Text Truth: Jesus will help people. (BT)
		Believe that Jesus will help you. (P)
• Bible Verse: Matthew 15:31 (BT)
		Matthew 15:28 (P)

PARENT TIP
This week at church preschoolers will hear about the mother who asked Jesus for help. The mother believed that Jesus could heal her daughter even though the woman was an outsider. Jesus healed the woman’s daughter because the woman believed Jesus could.
 Do you believe Jesus wants to help you and your family? This week, talk about ways Jesus shows His love and care for you.

Session 2. Parent Note for Week of March 12, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Who Am I?
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: A Question for the Disciples (Matthew 16:13-19)
• Text Truth: Jesus is God’s Son.
• Bible Verse: Matthew 16:16

PARENT TIP
Do a “Shape a Name” activity with your preschooler. Print the name JESUS in large letters on a piece of paper. Lay the paper in front of your child. Give your child some soft play dough and help him shape long thin pieces to place over the letters in Jesus’ name. 
 Open a Bible to Matthew 16:16 and touch the words as you say: “Jesus is God’s Son.”


Session 3. Parent Note for Week of March 19, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Jesus Is Greater
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Jesus Stood on a Mountain (Matthew 17:1-13)
• Text Truth: Jesus is more important than anyone.
• Bible Verse: Hebrews 1:2

PARENT TIP
Every week teachers at church use Jesus’ name, sing about Him, and turn Bible pages to help your child learn that Jesus is the most important person we can know. This week’s story from Matthew 17 introduces your preschooler to this truth as teachers at church focus on what the Bible says about Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. Though Moses and Elijah were important as leader and prophet, Jesus surpasses them.


Session 4. Parent Note for Week of March 26, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Love God More
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Jesus Talked to a Rich Man (Matthew 19:16-26)
• Text Truth: Love God more than anything.
• Bible Verse: Matthew 19:21

PARENT TIP
This week’s Bible story is about a rich man who sought out Jesus because the man wanted to know how he could live with God forever. When Jesus told the rich man what he needed to do—give away his money and possessions to the poor—the man just couldn’t do that. His wealth and possessions meant more to him than loving God and following Jesus.
    How easy or difficult is it for you to focus on Jesus more than on what you have? Begin now to help your preschooler learn that God is the provider of all things, and He blesses us with what we need. God desires that we put our hearts and minds on serving Him.
    



Session 5. Parent Note for Week of April  2, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Praises for Jesus
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: On the Way to Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11)
• Text Truth: Give thanks for Jesus. (BT)
		Jesus deserves our praise. (P)
• Bible Verse: Matthew 21:9

PARENT TIP
As we move into the Easter season, let’s express thanks and adoration to Jesus. Let’s praise Him for the loving sacrifice He made on the cross. This week at home, talk about Jesus and guide your preschooler to know that Easter time is special because we remember Jesus.


Session 6. Parent Note for Week of April 9, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Matthew this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Jesus Is Alive
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: A Discovery in the Garden (Matthew 27:27-41,50; 28:1-8)
• Text Truth: Jesus is alive. (BT)
		Jesus is alive forever. (P)
• Bible Verse: Jesus is alive. Matthew 28:6

PARENT TIP
Easter is a special time because Jesus is alive! This good news is the
central truth of the Bible. Use this activity to help your child learn the importance of what Jesus did and why we celebrate.

DECORATE A BANNER
Print the words Jesus is coming! on a banner. Give your child crayons and bright stickers to decorate the banner. Display the banner in your home during Easter week and say the words often.
 Help your preschooler associate the excitement of Easter with Jesus! Sing, read the Bible, and talk about Jesus every day with your child.


Session 7. Parent Note for Week of April 16, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Ezekiel this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Hope for God’s People
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Ezekiel, God’s Messenger (Ezekiel 1–48)
• Text Truth: God loves people and wants to help them.
• Bible Verse: Ezekiel 36:27

PARENT TIP
At church, preschoolers will be introduced to Ezekiel, a prophet who shared God’s messages with disobedient people. God promised that He would help His people get back to their homeland, but the people would have to do what God told them to do. 
 God loves us in spite of our ways, and He wants to help us. This week as you interact with your preschooler, name ways and times you see God loving and helping you.


Session 8. Parent Note for Week of April 23, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Ezekiel this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Promises to God’s People
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Ezekiel Told God’s Promises (Ezekiel 37; 39:21-29)
• Text Truth: God keeps all His promises.
• Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 7:9

PARENT TIP
Help your child [text]   [rc: consider using revised DBC parent messages or Family Card content here]



Session 9. Parent Note for Week of April 30, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Proverbs this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Listen and Learn
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Listen and Learn (Proverbs 1; 1 Kings 4:29-34)
• Text Truth: Learn to love and obey God.
• Bible Verse: Proverbs 1:5

PARENT TIP
This week at church, teachers will introduce your child to King Solomon and the Bible book that contains Solomon’s wise sayings. This book, Proverbs, is filled with wisdom to guide us to learn to love and obey God. 
 Set aside time to learn from the Bible together as a family. Select a simple devotional plan that guides your family to read from the Bible, identify truths, and apply what you read to your family’s life. Thank God for the wisdom of King Solomon that provides a starting point for listening to God and learning about Him.


Session 10. Parent Note for Week of May 7, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Proverbs this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Trust God
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Solomon Trusted God (Proverbs 3; 1 Kings 4:29-34)
• Text Truth: Trust God.
• Bible Verse: Proverbs 3:5

PARENT TIP
Solomon’s proverbs tell us that we can trust God because He is greater than all things and He is faithful. God will do what He says He will do, and He will bless us if we obey Him.
    Describe to your preschooler some times when you have experienced God’s faithfulness. What were the circumstances? What were your feelings? How did God show His love and care?
    Say: “God is good, and we can always trust Him.”


Session 11. Parent Note for Week of May 14, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Proverbs this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Who Is Wise?
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Solomon’s Wisdom (Proverbs 8; 1 Kings 4:29-34)
• Text Truth: God makes people wise.
• Bible Verse: Proverbs 8:33

PARENT TIP
Begin to help your child learn that God will bless us when we make wise choices, do the right thing, forgive others, and be kind. Wise people also understand that God’s way is better than our ways, and wisdom is more important than wealth.
 Share a proverb with your child this week: “Listen to instruction.”


Session 12. Parent Note for Week of May 21, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Ecclesiastes this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: What Is Important?
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: God’s Plan for Life (Ecclesiastes 1–12)
• Text Truth: God has a plan for everything.
• Bible Verse: Ecclesiastes 9:10

PARENT TIP
Teachers will open the Bible to Ecclesiastes and lead your preschooler to learn about this important book in the Bible. The weekly Bible verse that will be highighted may be familiar to you. To help your child remember it, do a fun art activity. Use a light-colored pencil to trace your toddler’s hands on a white paper. Use a colored marker to darken the outline, then give your child crayons to decorate the hands picture.
 While your preschooler enjoys drawing, talk about what he can do with his hands. Include using hands to help others. Say: “Solomon wrote about using your hands. Solomon said, ‘Whatever your hands find to do, do it with all your strength.’”


Session 13. Parent Note for Week of May 28, 2023

Hello, Parents,
We are exploring the book of Song of Songs this week in your child’s class at church. Many fun and engaging activities are planned to help your preschooler use the Bible and learn how the Bible applies to his life.

Here’s a glimpse at this week’s Bible focus—
• Session Title: Love and Care
• Bible Story & Scripture Reference: Solomon’s Love Story (Song of Songs 1–8)
• Text Truth: Love and care for one another. (BT)
		Love and care for one another as God planned. (P)
• Bible Verse: Ephesians 4:32

PARENT TIP
The Old Testament book Song of Songs is about relationships. Solomon’s song describes the love and respect between a man and a woman. Teachers at church will guide your preschooler to learn that God wants family members to love and care for one another. Various fun-to-do activities will help your child hear about ways to show love and care for others. Thank God for your family and the love you share.





