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KEY TEXT: JOHN 8:2-18

There’s not much that feels more spiritually dark than condemnation. Today we’ll read about a woman who was 
literally surrounded by people who condemned her. But Jesus, who was actually the only one with the right to 
condemn her,  offered life instead. Jesus offers light to a world dark with condemnation.

key question 
How is the change in the woman’s environment a picture of the gospel?

Because of Jesus’s influence, the condemned woman’s environment shifted dramatically. She went from being 
surrounded by accusers who likely desired her death to receiving words of freedom and blessing from the One 
who loved her. This is a great opportunity for you and your believing students to remember what it was like to be 
in this woman’s shoes both before and after you knew Jesus, and to praise God for the gospel.

keep in mind 
Reading this text means we must grapple with some difficult Old Testament laws which stated that the 
punishment for adultery was death. Your students may be close with adults who have been involved in adultery, 
or they may not see why this sin is a big deal. This is a good opportunity to remember two truths. First, sin is 
always a big deal to God, so it must be punished. Secondly, God the Son endured sin’s punishment Himself so 
that all who look to Him might have life instead.

Your students might notice that only the woman involved in adulterous relationship was being condemned by 
this group of religious leaders (men), and that may stir up some big feelings. Remind them women were not 
generally honored in Jesus’s culture—but they were honored by Jesus. You can also point out that these leaders 
were likely trying to take advantage of Jesus’s compassion. They probably expected He would be more likely to 
let the woman off the hook, and thus fall right into their trap.
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