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KEY TEXT: JOHN 2:11-23

Jesus’s ministry was built around the idea of glory. In our text today, we’ll see how Jesus first revealed God’s 
glory in a subtle way, by transforming water into wine at a wedding. Then, we’ll see Him reveal God’s glory in a 
startling way, by flipping over tables at the temple and rebuking those who were chasing after their own glory 
rather than God’s. Jesus came to show God’s glory so that we might believe.

key question 
Jesus’s ability to transform water into wine points to greater things. What other kinds of radical change can 
Jesus bring about?

Jesus’s first miracle revealed His power to transform. In fact, that’s one of the most beautiful parts of the gospel: 
Jesus came so that those who believed in Him would be transformed from God’s enemies into God’s children! 
There is nothing beyond His ability to transform.

keep in mind 
Jesus’s behavior in the temple is a little unexpected and maybe even unsettling. How are we supposed to think 
about this? Before you meet, take some time to consider what you know about God’s purpose for the temple and 
look over the corresponding “Give An Answer” section.

When we talk about the water-to-wine miracle, it’s tempting to get into the weeds of debating wine and how we 
should interact with alcohol. But this can distract from the true purpose of this miracle: God’s glory! Help direct 
the conversation there.

application
How do you and others you know seek glory for yourselves? What might it look like to seek God’s glory instead?

the win
FOR THE STUDENT: Today’s lesson can help students begin to view the world through the idea of glory. 
God can use this to help them discern their motives and continually ask themselves, “Whose glory am I 
concerned about?”

FOR THE LEADER: Challenge students to keep God’s glory in mind as they process their lives. He is the one with 
the power to transform—not us! He is the one whose glory matters—not ours!
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