SESSION 1:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week,  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  add comma boys and girls began a study of the book of Romans. Romans is in  TP Tim Pollard  The? the genre of letters and a part of the division of Paul’s Letters. Written by Paul to the church in Rome, the book captures Paul’s longing to visit the city and share the gospel with the people in Rome. Paul shared with the believers his calling to share the gospel with all types of people—the wise, the foolish, the Jew, and the Gentile. Then Paul reminded the believers that it was through God’s power that we are saved. As a family,  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  add comma review God’s plan for salvation and invite kids to ask any questions they may have about becoming a Christian. Then check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 1:1-17
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 2:4-5
BIBLE VERSE: Romans 1:16
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The gospel is the power of God and reveals His righteousness to everyone who believes.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The gospel reveals that it is through God’s power that we are saved.

Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Romans 1:1-17
Paul was a follower of Jesus and a missionary. Paul wrote letters to believers and churches to help them understand how God wanted them to live. While Paul was in the city of Corinth and on the way to the city of Jerusalem, Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in the city of Rome. 
In Bible times, letters often began with the writer sharing his name and who he was. Paul began his letter by telling the people that he was an apostle and that God called him to share the gospel. Then Paul reminded the church that Jesus kept the many promises the prophets had made in Scripture. The prophets promised in Scripture that Jesus would come. Jesus would come from the family of David. Jesus came as fully human, but He also was fully God. Because of Jesus, we can receive grace and tell others about Jesus. 
Then Paul explained that this letter was for those in Rome who were loved by God and called to be His people. Paul was thankful that he had heard about the faith of the Roman Christians. Paul shared that he was praying for the church constantly. He even prayed that he would be able to visit them one day if that was God’s will. God had called Paul to share the gospel with all types of people—Jews, Gentiles, those who had been to school, those who had not been to school, the wise, and the foolish. Paul really wanted to visit and share the gospel with the people in Rome. 
Paul understood that people who do not believe in Jesus might think the gospel is strange. Some people might even think that the gospel was silly, but Paul was not worried about what these people thought. Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” The gospel reveals that it is through God’s power that we are saved. Paul also reminded the church that the followers of Jesus live by faith. 
Paul wrote many, many things in his letter to the Romans because Paul wanted to help the Romans fully understand the gospel and how to live their lives in a way that brought glory to God.

Session 2:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Paul continued his letter to the Roman Christians by addressing some incorrect teaching that was slipping into the church. Some of the Jewish believers struggled with understanding that Jesus had fulfilled the law and that their salvation was not tied to the law. Salvation was through faith in Jesus. Sin had entered the world through one man—Adam, but salvation had entered the world through another, sinless man—Jesus. Through Jesus, we can be reconciled to God. Read Romans 5:6-11 as a family and talk about the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 4:13–5:21
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 2:4-5
BIBLE VERSE: Romans 5:8
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Even though we sin against Him, God showed His love for us when He sent Jesus to die for us.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God showed us His love when He sent Jesus to die for our sin.

Reconciled to God
Romans 4:13–5:21
Paul wanted to explain to the Romans that having a relationship with God can only happen by faith alone. After you trust in Jesus as Savior, instead of your sin, God sees Jesus’ sinless life and His sacrifice on the cross for your sin when He looks at you. We cannot have a relationship with God because of anything we do. Instead, we place our faith in what Jesus did for us. Paul used Abraham as an example to help the Romans understand that we can only have a relationship with God when we have faith. 
Paul wrote, “God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants was a promise of faith, given by grace, and secured for all who believe. Abraham believed that God created from nothing and can bring the dead back to life. Although it seemed impossible for Abraham to become the father of many nations, Abraham had hope and faith. He did not stop believing. Instead, Abraham praised God because Abraham believed that God would keep His promise. Abraham believed and he was forgiven of his sin. Like Abraham, if we believe that Jesus died to pay for our sin and was raised three days later, we can also have a relationship with God.” 
Then Paul continued, “Remember, when we were helpless in our sin, Christ died for us. God has proven His love for us because while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Now we are forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Once we were enemies of God, but through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we have been reunited (reconciled) with God and now we can rejoice.” 
Paul continued, “Do not forget that sin and death entered the world through one man—Adam—and spread to all people. The good news is that salvation entered the world through one man—Jesus. God gave Jesus as the sacrifice for our sin. Jesus was perfectly righteous—He never sinned. God’s law has helped us see our sin and our need for grace. Through Jesus, we can receive eternal life.”

Session 3:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Today girls and boys finished their study of the book of Romans by learning about the work of the Holy Spirit. God has revealed Himself to us as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (the Trinity). Kids may have a lot of questions about the Trinity. Adults may have lots of questions about the Trinity. It is something beyond our earthly understanding because God is always more than we can comprehend. Paul explained to the Christians in Rome that the Holy Spirit dwells in all who have repented of their sin and trusted Jesus as Savior and Lord. The Spirit guides Christians and helps them live more like Jesus. Share with your family a time the Holy Spirit helped you live more like Jesus. Then check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 2:4-5
BIBLE VERSE: Romans 8:14
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The Holy Spirit dwells in Christians and leads them to live sanctified lives.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The Holy Spirit lives in Christians and helps them to live more like Jesus.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
Romans 8
In his letter to the Romans, Paul also wrote about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a special gift from God to those who have repented of their sin and trusted Jesus as Savior and Lord. Paul wrote, “There is no judgment of sin for those who follow Jesus. God sent His own Son as a sin offering to pay the price for sin. Believers can resist sin because believers now follow the Holy Spirit. When you follow the Holy Spirit, you think about the things that are important to God like life, peace, and what is good and right.” 
Paul continued, “Those who believe in Jesus are led by God’s Spirit. God has adopted you, and the Spirit tells you that you are children of God. The Holy Spirit helps you not to fear because you can always call out to God, your Father. If you face tough times because of your faith in Jesus, you can remember that one day Jesus will return and you will be with Him for eternity. All of creation eagerly is waiting for Jesus to come again.” 
Paul also explained to the believers that the Holy Spirit helps them when they are weak. The Spirit will pray for them when they do not know what to pray. 
Finally, Paul said, “All things work together for the good of those who love God, to those who are called for His purpose. Remember during tough times that God is for you. Jesus died and was raised. He is sitting at the right hand of God praying for you. Who can separate God’s people from God’s love? Not death. Not life. Not angels. Not rulers. Not height. Not depth. Nothing created can separate God’s people from His love that was given through Jesus’ death and resurrection.”

Session 4:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Today kids studied the book of Ephesians. Paul wrote this letter to the believers in the city of Ephesus. Boys and girls focused on 10  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  10 verses in chapter 2 and 11  TP Tim Pollard  Technically that is 11 verses.  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  11 verses from chapter 6. In chapter 2, Paul wrote that salvation is a gift from God and not something that we can earn. It is an example of God’s grace and kindness to us. In chapter 6, kids learned about the armor of God. As believers, we will face attacks from the devil. But we are not left without help. God has given believers armor to protect and defend themselves from the evil one. Review the armor as a family. Don’t forget to check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:1-10; 6:10-20
MEMORY VERSE: Ephesians 2:4-5
BIBLE VERSE: Ephesians 2:8-9
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Salvation is a gift from God; we cannot earn it.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Salvation is a gift from God.
	 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
Ephesians 2:1-10; 6:10-20
Paul wanted to tell everyone about Jesus. One day when Paul was in prison for telling people about Jesus, he wrote a letter to the believers in Ephesus. Paul said, “You were once dead in your sin. We were children under wrath because we disobeyed God. But God, who is full of mercy because of His great love for us has made us alive with Jesus. You are saved by grace!” 
Paul continued, “Then God will show His endless grace and kindness to us through Jesus. You are saved by God’s grace through faith. This isn’t something you can do. It is God’s gift to you. It is not because of your good actions, so you cannot boast. You are God’s creation, created by Jesus for good works that God planned for you to do.” 
Later, in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul explained that followers of Jesus have been given armor—spiritual armor for a spiritual battle. This armor helps believers be strengthened by God to resist the devil’s evil plans. 
Paul said, “Put on the full armor of God and be ready to take a stand. Stand with truth like a belt around your waist and righteousness like armor on your chest. Put the gospel of peace on like you put sandals on your feet. At all times, pick up the shield of faith so that you will be defended against the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit. The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God. Then, pray in the Spirit all of the time. Stay alert. Pray for other believers.” 
Finally, Paul explained he was an ambassador of the gospel, an ambassador who was in chains. But Paul asked the Ephesians to pray that he would be bold enough to share the gospel as he should.

Session 5:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Kids began studying the book of Daniel this week. Daniel is a part of the Major Prophets division of the Old Testament and is in the genre of prophecy. The book of Daniel records the defeat of Judah by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The king ordered that young men of the Israelite nobility be brought to Babylon for training to serve the king. Among those young men were Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Upon arriving at the palace, Daniel and his friends faced a choice—to obey the new king or to obey God. The four friends chose to obey God. Invite kids to share how Daniel and his friends obeyed God. Then invite family members to discuss times they need to obey God. Don’t forget to check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 1
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 27:1
BIBLE VERSE: Deuteronomy 11:1
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We should always obey God—even when others do not.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We should always obey God.

Daniel Obeyed God
Daniel 1
King Nebuchadnezzar (neb yoo kad NEZ uhr) had defeated Jerusalem. The king ordered that some of the Israelites be taken from their homes and brought to Babylon. The young men had to be from royal or noble families, good-looking, and able to learn and serve in the king’s palace. When the young men arrived, the king ordered they be given food each day from his royal food. The men would train for three years, then they could serve the king. Daniel was one of the young men as were Shadrach (SHAD rak), Meshach (MEE shak), and Abednego (uh BED-nih goh). Daniel realized that eating the king’s food was wrong. He decided that he would not disobey God’s law by eating the food. Daniel went to the chief official and asked permission to not eat the king’s food. 
God was with Daniel. The chief official was kind and compassionate to Daniel, but the official was worried. “What if the king sees you looking thinner than the other young men? My life would be in danger.” 
So Daniel suggested a test for him and his three friends. “For 10 days, let us eat vegetables and drink water. Then you can see if we are thinner than the men eating the king’s food.” At the end of the 10 days, Daniel and his friends looked healthier than the other men, so the official continued to give them vegetables and water. 
God gave Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knowledge and understanding in everything they learned. Daniel also understood visions and dreams. After three years, the king questioned all of the men, and no one was as smart as Daniel and his three friends.

Session 6:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Boys and girls discovered more of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s story as recorded in Daniel 3. King Nebuchadnezzar was not a follower of the one true God. The king ordered that a statue be built for the people to worship. The king also ordered that when the music played, everyone should bow down and worship the statue or be thrown into the fiery furnace. When the music played everyone obeyed—except Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Review Daniel 3:16-30 to discover the rest of the story with your family. Discuss ways your family can worship God this week and talk through the questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 27:1
BIBLE VERSE: Psalm 95:6
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God is the one true God. Only He is worthy of worship.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Only God is worthy of worship.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3
King Nebuchadnezzar (neb yoo kad NEZ uhr) made a large gold statue. The statue was 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide! Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to all of the leaders and rulers in the land to attend the dedication of the statue. All the leaders gathered and stood before the statue. An announcer loudly said, “People of every nation and language. When you hear the music play, you are to fall down and worship the gold statue that the king has put up. Whoever does not obey will be thrown in the fiery furnace.” 
When the music played, all of the people obeyed the command except three Jewish men. Shadrach (SHAD rak), Meshach (MEE shak), and Abednego (uh BED-nih goh) ignored the command and did not worship the gold statue. The king was furious and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him. 
Nebuchadnezzar asked the men, “Is it true you do not worship the gold statue I have set up? If you do not, you will immediately be thrown in the fiery furnace. Who is the god that can rescue you from my power?” 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at the king and answered, “If the God we serve exists, then He can rescue us from the fiery furnace, and He can rescue us from your power. But even if He does not rescue us, we will not serve your false gods or worship your gold statue.” King Nebuchadnezzar was furious! He couldn’t believe that anyone would refuse to obey his command. He ordered that the furnace be heated seven times hotter. Then he ordered some of the strongest soldiers to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them in the fiery furnace. 
The king thought that would be the end of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, but the king was wrong. Suddenly, King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up. “Didn’t we throw three men, tied up, into the fire?” he asked. “Look! I see four men, untied, walking around in the fire unharmed.” The king approached the fire and called out, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the Most High God, come out!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out and everyone looked at them. They were not harmed in any way. They didn’t even smell like the fire! King Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent His angel and rescued His servants who trusted in Him. There is no other god who can rescue this way.”

Session 7:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week, girls and boys concluded their study of the book of Daniel by exploring perhaps the most famous Bible story from the book—Daniel and the Lions’ Den. God had blessed Daniel, and Daniel flourished as an administrator of King Darius’ kingdom. The other leaders of the kingdom were upset at Daniel’s success, and they tried to find something Daniel did wrong. When they could not find anything, they formulated a plan to hurt Daniel. Challenge kids to recall the evil plan to hurt Daniel, how Daniel responded, and how God rescued Daniel. Then talk about a time you needed to trust God. Don’t forget to check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 6
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 27:1
BIBLE VERSE: Psalm 34:4
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We can obey God and trust His plan for our lives.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We can trust God.

Daniel and the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6
King Darius appointed 120 leaders over his kingdom. Darius appointed three administrators to oversee the leaders. Daniel was one of the administrators. Daniel was extremely good at his job. He was so good that the king planned to put Daniel in charge of the entire kingdom. The other administrators and leaders did not like the king’s plan. They tried to find things that Daniel did wrong. But they couldn’t find anything, so the men made an evil plan. 
The leaders went to the king and convinced the king to create a new law. For 30 days, no one was allowed to pray to anyone except the king. Anyone who broke the law would be thrown in the lions’ den. 
When Daniel heard of the new law, he went into his house in front of his open window and continued to pray to the one true God three times a day, just as he had done before the law was created. 
The leaders went to Daniel’s house and saw him praying to God. Then they went to the king and reminded him of the law he had signed. “Daniel has ignored your law. He prays three times a day.” The king was upset by this news. He liked Daniel. The king tried to find a way to rescue Daniel, but the law could not be changed. Daniel was thrown in the lions’ den. The king told Daniel, “May your God rescue you!” Then the king went to his palace and did not eat all night long. He could not sleep either. 
The next morning, the king rushed to the lions’ den, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God rescued you from the lions?” 
Then Daniel spoke, “My God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths. They have not hurt me.” The king was thrilled! He ordered that Daniel be brought out of the lions’ den. When Daniel was out, the king saw that Daniel was not hurt because Daniel had trusted in the one true God.

Session 8:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Today, girls and boys began a two-week study of the book of Esther. Many years after the Jewish people had been conquered and taken into captivity by Babylon, Babylon was defeated by the kingdom of Persia. Persia was ruled by King Ahasuerus, who liked to celebrate his wealth and prosperity by hosting parties. At one of his parties, the king ordered that the queen, Vashti, appear. The king wanted to show off Queen Vashti’s beauty, but Vashti refused. This led to Vashti’s dismissal as queen and a new search for a queen began. As readers of this story, we can clearly see what the Jewish people have acknowledged for centuries—God had a plan for Esther and His sovereignty is displayed as Esther was chosen to be the new queen of Persia. As you review the first two chapters  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  chapters of Esther this week, don’t forget to check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–2
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 27:1
BIBLE VERSE: Psalm 139:16
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God had a plan for Esther, and God has a plan for my life.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God has a plan for my life.

Esther and Mordecai
Esther 1–2
Many years had passed since the Babylonians had taken the Jews into captivity. The Persians had come and defeated the Babylonians, but still the Jews lived a long way from their home.
One day, King Ahasuerus (uh haz yoo EHR uhs) gave a party for all his officials and helpers in the Persian Empire. He called for Queen Vashti (VASH tigh) to join the celebration, but she refused. She was sent away and forbidden to be in the palace. 
Later, after the king’s anger was gone, his servants suggested he choose a new queen. Among the girls to be presented before the king was Esther (also called Hadassah, huh DASS uh), a beautiful Jewish girl. 
Esther was cared for by her older cousin, Mordecai (MAWR duh kigh), because she did not have a father or mother, for they had died. Mordecai instructed Esther not to tell anyone she was Jewish. 
For a year, the women received beauty treatments to prepare for meeting the king. When it came time for Esther to meet the king, the king saw that Esther was beautiful. He loved her more than any of the other women and made her queen. 
One day Mordecai, while sitting at the King’s Gate, heard that two guards were planning to kill the king. He told this news to Queen Esther, who told the king. Mordecai saved the king’s life.

Session 9:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week, boys and girls explored more of Esther’s story. One of the king’s leaders was an evil man named Haman. Haman developed an anger for Mordecai (Esther’s guardian and cousin) and the Jews, so he went to the king and convinced the king to create a new law that would eradicate the Jewish people. When Mordecai heard of the plan, he asked Esther to go see the king and appeal to him for the Jewish people. After a few days of prayer and fasting, Esther bravely approached the king and invited him and Haman to a banquet. At a second banquet, Esther pleaded to the king for her life and the lives of her people. Read about the establishment of Purim in Esther 9:23-28. Then talk about the questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 3–8
MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 27:1
BIBLE VERSE: Psalm 56:3
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God is sovereign—He rescued His people through Esther’s obedience.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: God rescued His people through Esther’s obedience.

God Rescued His People
Esther 3–8
King Ahasuerus ruled the Persian Empire. He had chosen Esther to be his queen. One of the king’s leaders was an evil man named Haman. Haman decided that he wanted to get rid of all of the Jewish people in the empire. So he made a plan, and he convinced the king to make his plan a law. 
Now Queen Esther’s cousin, Mordecai, heard about the new law and he was very upset. Mordecai sent a message to Esther. He told her about the new law. Esther was also Jewish, but the king did not know that. Mordecai begged Esther to go and see the king and try to save her people. Mordecai even told Esther that this might be the reason she had been picked to be queen—so she could save her people. 
Esther knew that it was against the law to go see the king if he hadn’t asked for you to come. But she knew that she had to go see him anyway. Esther put on her royal clothes, and she went to see the king. The king saw Esther, and he held out his scepter to Esther to show that she could come see him. Esther invited the king and Haman to a special banquet. The king and Haman went to the banquet. At the banquet, the king asked Esther to tell him what she wanted. He promised to give her anything, even half of the kingdom. Esther asked the king and Haman to come to another banquet. 
Haman was very happy. The queen had invited him to a special banquet. The king had given him a special job in the kingdom, and his plan to get rid of Mordecai and the Jewish people was going to happen soon. 
The king and Haman again came to a special feast prepared by Queen Esther. The king again told Esther, “Whatever you ask will be given to you.” 
This time Esther said, “If the king is pleased, spare my life and the lives of my people. We have been sold out to destruction and death.” 
“Who is the one who created this plan?” the king asked. 
“Haman.” Queen Esther answered. 
The king was very angry. Haman was killed instead of the Jewish people. The king wrote a new law that would help the Jewish people protect themselves against the people who tried to kill them. Esther had interceded for and saved her people.

Session 10:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week, boys and girls transitioned from studying a book of the Old Testament to studying a book of the New Testament. The book of Galatians was written by Paul and is a part of the genre of letters. Paul loved the early church and quite often found himself defending her from false teaching or misunderstanding the gospel. As Gentiles embraced the gospel and the church, some of the Jewish believers created problems by insisting that the Gentile believers also follow the law. Paul, in his letter to the churches of Galatia,  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  set off with commas addressed this issue by clearly stating that salvation and justification comes through Jesus not through the law. The law had served its purpose to show us our sin,  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  add comma and it had been fulfilled by Jesus. Thus, it is only through Jesus that we can be justified and forgiven of our sin. Check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2–3
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23
BIBLE VERSE: Romans 10:9-10
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We can only be justified by repenting of our sin and trusting Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: We can only be saved by repenting of our sin and trusting Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

Paul’s Letter to the Galatian Churches
Galatians 2–3
One day Paul wrote a letter to the churches of Galatia. Paul wanted the church to completely understand the gospel and reject the things they were hearing that were not true. Paul said, “After fourteen years, I traveled with Barnabas and Titus to Jerusalem. I went to share the gospel with the Gentiles (non-Jewish people) and to speak privately with the leaders. Some believers came and tried to create problems between the Jewish Christians and the Gentile Christians. But we did not listen to them and held to the truth of the gospel. Peter, James, and John agreed that I have been called by God to share the gospel with the Gentiles.” 
Paul continued, “Later, Peter came to Antioch, but he would not eat with the Gentiles in Antioch. This led other Jews including Barnabas to refuse to eat with the Christian Gentiles. The Jewish believers wanted to still follow the rules of the law. But this is not the gospel. So I told Peter that we are not forgiven of our sin because of the law. We are forgiven of our sin through our faith in Jesus. I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
Then Paul explained that if people could be right with God by obeying the law, then Jesus’ death on the cross would have been for nothing. But we needed Jesus to pay the price for our sin. We cannot do good things to earn our salvation. 
Paul explained that the Old Testament law had a purpose. The law showed us our sin and helped us see when we needed to repent. Now that Jesus has come, we are forgiven because of our faith. Through Jesus, everyone who believes and has faith is a son of God—part of God’s family.

Session 11:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
For the second time this quarter, boys and girls have studied a passage written by Paul teaching the church about the role of the Holy Spirit. As the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers, they reject the desires of their sinful nature (flesh) and begin to produce spiritual fruit. The fruit of the Spirit is outlined in Galatians 5:22-23. Believers who follow the leading of the Spirit will see evidence of the fruit in their lives. Review each fruit of the Spirit with your family and use a Bible dictionary to look up the words. Then check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 5–6
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23
BIBLE VERSE: John 16:13a
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The Holy Spirit helps us resist sin, obey God, and produce spiritual fruit.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: The Holy Spirit helps us resist sin and obey God.

Following the Holy Spirit
Galatians 5–6
One day Paul wrote a letter to the churches of Galatia. Paul wanted the church to completely understand the truth of the gospel and reject the things they were hearing that were not true. Toward the end of his letter, Paul gave the believers some instructions, “Serve each other with love. Listen to the Holy Spirit and follow what He tells you to do. Don’t be tempted by the flesh (your sinful nature).” 
Paul warned the believers not to practice sinful behaviors like hatred, envy, jealousy, and so on. Instead, believers should exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Believers should obey the Holy Spirit and resist sin. 
Paul explained that the believers should gently help anyone who sins to turn away from their sin. And they should be careful not to sin too. Followers of Jesus are to help each other out. Paul concluded by saying, “Examine your own work and do not compare your work to someone else’s work. What a person plants, he will grow and harvest. Do not grow tired of doing what is good. Work for the good of all, especially other believers.”

Session 12:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week, girls and boys started a two-week study of the book of James. James is in the division of General Letters and is a part of the genre of letters. The New Testament records three different men named James, but Bible scholars believe that James the half-brother of Jesus is the writer of this letter. James did not become a follower of Jesus until he saw Jesus after the resurrection. Then James became  YFR Yvonne Faith Russell  became an early leader of the church in Jerusalem. His letter is addressed to the Jewish believers living outside of Israel. One of James’ key themes was reminding Christians that their actions matter. As followers of Jesus, our actions show whether or not we truly believe what we say we believe. Read James 1:19-22 and talk about what it means to obey God’s Word. Don’t forget to check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: James 1–2
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23
BIBLE VERSE: James 1:22
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Our actions demonstrate to others whether or not we truly have faith in God.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Our actions show others whether or not we know and love God.

A Letter from James
James 1–2
James was the half-brother of Jesus. Before Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected, James did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah. After Jesus was resurrected, He appeared to James and James believed. James became a leader in the early church in Jerusalem, and he wrote a letter to Jewish believers living in a variety of places in and around Israel. James understood that the believers were facing difficult times. He encouraged them that facing difficult times was testing their faith. “If anyone needs wisdom,” James wrote, “ask God. He gives with generosity. Ask with faith and do not doubt. Someone who doubts is like a sea when it is tossed by the wind.” 
James also wanted the believers to understand that their actions were important. “Be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Get rid of any sin and evil in your lives. Don’t only listen to God’s Word—obey it. Control your tongue. Honoring God includes looking after the orphans and widows who need help.” 
Then, James warned the Christians, “Brothers and sisters, do not play favorites. If someone comes with very nice clothes and someone else comes with filthy clothes, do not treat the one in nice clothes better than the one in filthy clothes. Scripture says to love your neighbor as yourself. If you have favorites, you are sinning.” 
James understood that no one can earn forgiveness of their sins by doing good things. He also understood that when someone repents of their sin and trusts Jesus as their Savior and Lord, their actions should change. James told the believers, “If someone needs clothes and food, you don’t tell them, ‘go in peace, stay warm, and eat well,’ without helping them. People should be able to look at your actions and understand that you have faith in Jesus. Faith without actions is not real faith. It is dead faith.”

Session 13:
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The latter part of James’ letter continues his theme of the importance of a Christian’s actions matching what they say they believe  TP Tim Pollard  believe about Jesus. But in chapter 3, James highlights the importance of a Christian controlling  TP Tim Pollard  controlling his tongue. James understood that while small, the tongue, the words we say, have a powerful impact on our lives and the lives of others. Review this week’s Bible story and talk about ways your family can bless each other with your words instead of hurting each other with your words. Then check out the discussion questions on the back of this week’s Family Card.

BIBLE PASSAGE: James 3–5
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23
BIBLE VERSE: 1 Thessalonians 5:11
OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Our words demonstrate to others whether or not we truly have faith in God.
YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH: Our words show others whether or not we know and love God.

Words of Blessing
James 3–5
James was a leader in the early church in Jerusalem, and he wrote a letter to Jewish believers living in a variety of places in and around Israel. 
One of the things James wrote about was the words followers of Jesus speak. “A bit in a horse’s mouth controls the horse. A rudder on a ship controls the ship. The tongue is a small part of the body, but it can do a lot of damage. You cannot praise God one minute and say ugly things about people the next. Wisdom that comes from God is pure. It loves peace. It is gentle and obedient. This wisdom is full of mercy. Those who seek peace are showing that God is working in their lives.” 
Then, James warned the believers about loving the evil things of the world. That is the opposite of loving God. God’s grace is greater than our sin. James said, “God rejects the proud but will give grace to those who are humble. Obey God. Resist the devil and he will flee. Draw close to God. He will draw close to you. Repent of your sin. Be humble. Don’t brag and be proud. It is a sin to know the right thing to do and to not do it.” 
“Be patient while you wait for the Lord to come again. Just as the farmer waits patiently for his crop, you must be patient. Don’t complain about others. Look to the prophets for an example of enduring tough times and being patient. Remember Job’s endurance. The Lord is compassionate and merciful.” 
Finally, James wrote, “If you are suffering, pray. If you are happy, praise God. Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other. Remember Elijah, who prayed that it would not rain and it did not. When he prayed for rain, it rained. Remember to help each other follow God. Help those who are struggling in their faith.”

