
FOR THE 
LEADER

The Easter Story
Luke 23; 24:1-12

Following Jesus’ reception in Jerusalem, the crowds that cheered His arrival would soon 
turn away from Him. Jesus was not surprised by this because it was exactly what God had 
planned for Jesus. 

Luke began by sharing several stories of Jesus’ interactions while in Jerusalem. Each of 
these stories gave more fuel to the extreme anger the Pharisees now had for Jesus. Every 
time Jesus did something else that hinted at His deity, the religious leaders became more 
and more angry. Finally, the religious leaders had had enough and set in motion a plot to 
kill Jesus. They found a conspirator from among Jesus’ own disciples—Judas Iscariot. 
Judas conspired with the Pharisees and agreed to betray Jesus.

With Judas set on betrayal, he joined Jesus and the other disciples in an upper room 
where the Passover meal had been prepared. Jesus sat with His twelve disciples and shared 
a special symbolic meal, one that would later be done in remembrance of the sacrifice 
Jesus was about to make. Judas took part in this special service and then left to fulfill his 
commitment to the Pharisees. 

Later that evening, Jesus and His disciples gathered in the garden called Gethsemane. 
This garden was located on the Mount of Olives and gave an overhead view of the city of 
Jerusalem. In the garden, Jesus prayed for God’s plan to be fulfilled just as God desired. 
Jesus fully submitted to God’s plan. When Jesus finished praying, Judas arrived and 
fulfilled what he promised by betraying Jesus. 

Recall our study of Psalm 22. The psalm that David wrote nearly 1,000 years before this 
event was about to become fulfilled Scripture. Jesus was treated badly by the temple police, 
He was condemned to death, and finally hung on the cross where He died. As further 
fulfillment of Scripture and as concrete proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah, God 
raised Jesus from the dead on the third day. 
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OVERVIEW

7

SESSION FOCUS
TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive.

BIBLE STORY
Luke 23; 24:1-12

BIBLE VERSE
Luke 24:6a

CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The Book of Luke gives a detailed description of the life of Jesus. Luke 
showed that Jesus cares for people and understands when we face hard 
times.

BIBLE SKILLS: Preschoolers will . . . 
• Remember and retell a familiar Bible story or Bible fact.
• Hear that the Bible teaches that Jesus lived on earth, died on the cross, 

God made Him live again, and He is now in heaven.

CONNECT  
 WITH FAMILIES
Provide these weekly 
resources to help families 
explore the Bible together.
• Explore the Bible at Home 

(Printable: Music & Print 
Extras)

• Preschool Activity Page
• Preschool Family Card

LEADER TIP!
Does your church have a deaf 
ministry? Invite someone to 
visit the class to tell about 
the work and the use of sign 
language to communicate.

MISSIONS ACTIVITY: GUESS THE SOUND

Tools: Bible; paper bag filled with sound-making objects such as set of keys, 
baby rattle, ticking clock or timer, coins, and so on; Missionary Photos: 
Yvette Aarons (Music & Print Extras)

• Put the missionary photo in the Bible at Luke 24. 

• Rattle the bag to get a preschooler’s attention. Say: “Listen. What 
do you hear? Can you guess what is making the sound?” 

• Shake or move an individual object, then help the preschooler 
identify it. After a few guesses, say: “ You listened with your ears. 
Today our Bible story is about some women who heard a message 
with their ears.”

• Show the picture of Yvette Aarons. Comment: “This is missionary 
Yvette. She is deaf. She cannot hear sounds, but she still tells 
people about Jesus. She uses her hands to tell people the good news 
about Jesus!”

LEADER TIP!
Include this special  
missions-focused activity  
in addition to preschoolers’ 
Bible Explorations.

57Session 7: The Easter Story
© 2021 Lifeway



BIBLE STORY

THE FIRST EASTER
Luke 23; 24:1-12

Many people were angry with Jesus. They wanted to be rid of Him. The 
people hurt Jesus, made fun of Him, called Him names, and said hurtful 
things to Jesus.

The people made Jesus get on the cross. They said, “If You are God’s Son, 
save Yourself.”

But Jesus knew that this was how the people would treat Him. And Jesus 
knew this was God’s plan.

Later that day, Jesus died on the cross. His friends were sad. They did not 
know what to do. A kind man placed Jesus’ body in a tomb in a garden.

But three days later, everyone was surprised. Early in the morning, Jesus’ 
friends Mary Magdalene and Mary went to the tomb where Jesus’ body 
had been placed. When the women arrived at the garden where the tomb 
was, they saw something strange. The stone that had been put in the door 
of the tomb had been rolled away!

Then Mary Magdalene and Mary saw two men near the tomb. The men 
were wearing bright clothes. The men were angels.

“You are looking for Jesus,” the angels said. “He is not here. He is alive!”

The women remembered that Jesus had told them about these things. The 
women hurried to find the disciples and tell them the good news. 

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive.

BIBLE STORY 
The First Easter
Luke 23; 24:1-12

BIBLE VERSE 
Jesus has risen. He is alive.
Luke 24:6a

BIBLE VERSE

From the Bible text: 
He is not here, but he has risen! Luke 24:6a

Paraphrase:
Jesus has risen. He is alive. Luke 24:6a

LEADER TIP
You choose! Are your 
preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? 
Decide which wording of 
the session Bible verse you 
want to use with your group.
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CIRCLE TIME

TOOLS
• Bible
• Music & Print Extras
• colorful springtime stickers

PACK ITEMS
  7  Story Picture: The First 

Easter
18 April Bible Markers

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

GATHER

• Walk around the room and instruct children: “When you hear me count 
to 3, please go to Circle Time.” Play music, then count.

• As preschoolers find seats, place a flower sticker on each child’s shirt. 
Say: “In the springtime, we celebrate a special day. Do you know what 
that is? Yes, Easter. Easter is a special day that reminds us of how much 
Jesus loves us. Today’s Bible story tells about some women who were sad 
because Jesus was no longer with them. But then the women heard some 
good news! Let’s hear more about that.”

HEAR THE BIBLE STORY

• Open the Bible to Luke 23 and tell the amazing story of Jesus’ 
resurrection with emotion.

• Pass the Story Picture around the circle. Ask children to identify the 
people in the picture (Mary Magdalene, Mary, two angels). 

• Ask: “What emotions do you think the women felt on this day?” Listen 
to children’s responses, then suggest emotions such as sadness, surprise, 
fear, joy, excitement.

• Lead boys and girls to make faces that show similar emotions. 

• Play the song “Hear the Good News” (track 6), and encourage preschoolers 
to sing along.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

• Show children today’s Bible marker and read the words. Ask children to 
stand and say the verse together. Next, direct the boys to say the first 
part of the verse and the girls to say the last part.

• Say: “Jesus is alive! Isn’t that wonderful news? Easter is the day we 
remember and celebrate that God made Jesus live again.”

PRAY

• Say thank You to God because Jesus is alive.

• Play and sing together the song “Tell It!” (track 8).
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive. 

BIBLE STORY 
The First Easter
Luke 23; 24:1-12

BIBLE VERSE 
Jesus has risen. He is alive. 
Luke 24:6a

PACK ITEMS
  7  Story Picture: The First 

Easter
18 April Bible Markers

PRINTABLES
Allergy Sign

LEADER TIP!
Post the Allergy Sign any 
time you have food, animals, 
or nature items in the 
classroom.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers. Use the Bible in every exploration.

TELL & TIME GOOD NEWS

Tools: Bible, stopwatch, 

Preschool Family Card 

• Open the Bible to Luke 

24:6. Read the verse and 

ask children to say it.

• Show the picture on the 

Family Card. Comment: 

“After hearing the angel’s 

news, the women hurried 

to tell Jesus’ disciples that 

Jesus was alive.”

• Show preschoolers the 

stopwatch. Say: “Let’s see 

how long it takes us to tell 

each other the good news.”

• Set the stopwatch and 

direct children to move to 

people in the room to say, 

“Jesus is alive!” Be sure 

everyone hears the good 

news. 

• Say: “When you have heard 

the good news, clap your 

hands.” Check the time on 

the stopwatch.

ARRANGE FLOWERS

Tools: Bibles, fresh or artificial 
flowers, nonbreakable vase, 
colander with large drain holes, 
Activity Page, Allergy Sign

• Turn the colander upside 
down. Insert a few flower 
stems in the drain holes. 
Arrange some flowers in 
the vase. 

• Invite a child to arrange 
flowers. As the child works, 
say: “Plants and flowers 
often grow in gardens. 
Jesus’ body was taken 
to a garden. Two women 
went to the garden. They 
were surprised when they 
arrived.”

• Review today’s Bible story, 
and show the picture on 
the Activity Page. Ask the 
preschooler to point to the 
flowers in the picture.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

GUESS WHAT’S IN THE 
BOX?

Tools: Bible; 2 shoe boxes with 

lids; various classroom items 

(pom-poms, crayons, blocks, 

book, small stone, toy car, and 

so on); April Bible Markers 

• Place all the items 
(including today’s Bible 

marker) in one box and 

replace the lid. Leave the 

other box empty.

• Invite a child to gently 

shake the filled box. 

Challenge the child to 

guess the contents of the 

box. After a few guesses, 

direct the child to open the 

box. Identify the items.

• Tell the child to open the 

second box. Say: “You 

discovered that this box 

is empty. The women 

expected to find Jesus’ 

body in the tomb, but they 

discovered that the tomb 

was empty.”

• Tell the child to hold the 

Bible marker. Locate the 

verse in the Bible and say it 

together.

MAKE A PEOPLE POSTER

Tools: Bible, picture cutouts of 
people, tray, clear tape, poster 
board or long piece of paper, 
marker 

• Write across the poster 
board the words Whom 
Can I Tell? Tape the poster 
board on a wall. Spread the 
picture cutouts on the tray.

• Invite a preschooler to 
choose a few pictures to 
tape onto the poster board. 

• While the child is busy, 
say: “Those pictures remind 
me that God wants people 
to know that Jesus is alive. 
We can tell our friends and 
people we meet the good 
news about Jesus.”

• Open the Bible to Luke 24. 
Say: “The women ran to tell 
the disciples the good news 
about Jesus. We can share 
the good news that Jesus is 
alive.”

• Ask the child to name 
someone to whom he can 
tell the good news. Write 
the person’s name on the 
poster.

STACK STONES

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
The First Easter, container of 
smooth river stones, wooden 
blocks, paper, marker

• Write today’s Text Truth on 
a piece of paper and slip it 
in the Bible at Luke 24.

• Invite children to stack 
and build with the stones. 
While preschoolers create, 
show the Story Picture, 
pointing to the large stone 
in front of the tomb.

• Say: “When the women 
arrived at the tomb, they 
were surprised. Someone 
had moved the large stone 
from the doorway.”

• Open the Bible to the 
marker and read the Text 
Truth. Say: “It was God’s 
plan for Jesus to die on 
the cross. Then God made 
Jesus alive again. That is 
why the angel said, ‘He is 
not here. He is alive.’ ” 
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NEXT HOUR

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus is alive.

BIBLE STORY 
The First Easter
Luke 23; 24:1-12
The Bible story is printed on the 
back of the Story Picture.

BIBLE VERSE 
Jesus has risen. He is alive.
Luke 24:6a

PACK ITEMS
  7  Story Picture: The First 

Easter
24 Feelings Game Cards

NEXT HOUR (MORE EXPLORATIONS FOR PRESCHOOLERS) 

Look for printable Next Hour Helps in Music & Print Extras.

PLAY OUT THE STORY

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: The First Easter, Bible times dress-up clothes (scarves, 
white cloth or robe)

• Show the Story Picture to children. Point to persons in the picture and 
ask children to identify the people.

• Say: “Let’s pretend we are the people in the story. Who wants to be the 
two women? What about the men (angels)?”

• Give volunteers the scarves to drape over their heads and the cloth or 
robes to wear.

• Review the events of the Bible story, giving preschoolers time to play out 
the roles. Encourage the “women” to show sadness, surprise, and joy.

STEP ON “STONES”

Tools: Bible, gray paper cut to look like stone shapes, black marker, tape

• Cut 8-10 large stone shapes from paper. Print each word of today’s Bible 
verse on each stone.

• Tape stones in order on the floor to form a walking path. Place the Bible 
at the end of the path.

• Guide a child to hop from stone to stone. Say each word of the Bible verse 
as she hops. Remark: “The women walked to the tomb where people put 
Jesus’ body. A big stone blocked the door to the tomb.”

• When the preschooler reaches the Bible, help her locate Luke 24. 
Summarize the Bible story.

MAKE FACES

Tools: Bible, plastic bucket, Feelings Game Cards

• Put the cards in the bucket. Use one card showing a surprised or happy 
expression to mark Luke 24 in the Bible.

• Invite a few children to sit in a circle with you. Pass the bucket and tell 
each child to remove a card. 
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NEXT HOUR

LEADER TIP!
Easter is an exciting and busy 
day for families. Play soft 
music and speak in low tones 
to help children be peaceful 
and calm.

• Say: “The pictures on your cards show facial expressions. Let’s see if we 
can make the same kind of expressions.”

• Direct children one at a time to make the expression shown on a card. 
Others in the circle can guess the emotion demonstrated. 

• Relate sad, confused, and happy expressions to the feelings the women 
experienced when they arrived at the tomb.

PLAY A GAME OF 3s

Tools: Bible, Activity Page

• Gather a few preschoolers and invite them to play a game. 

• Say: “Name three things that are blue. Now name three things that fly.”

• Continue calling out categories such as three things that are good to eat; 
three animals that have fur; three places to read a book.

• After children share their responses, show them the Activity Page. Say: 
“In today’s story, we learned about something that happened in three 
days. Does this picture help you remember?”

• Reply: “After three days, God made Jesus alive again.” 

CIRCLE TIME

GATHER
• Play music and call children to 

Circle Time.

• Thank preschoolers for coming to 
church on this special day to learn 
about Jesus.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
• Form two groups of children and 

a teacher. Give one group the 
Activity Page and the other group 
the Story Picture.

• Direct each group to use its Bible 
story picture to tell one another 
what they remember about the 
Bible story.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS
• Distribute Bibles to the two 

groups. 

• Say: “The Bible story we heard 
today comes from the Book of 
Luke. Luke is called a Gospel 
because it tells the good news 
about Jesus.”

• Ask the teacher in each group to 
guide children to locate Luke 24:6  
in their Bibles.

• Say the Bible verse together.

PRAY
• Thank God for sending Jesus to 

the earth. Praise Him that Jesus is 
alive.
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